ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Much has been learned about the mechanisms responsible for the relation between salt intake and arterial blood pressure, and before discussing the determinants of salt-sensitive hypertension, it is appropriate to briefly review these mechanisms. I introduce this subject with an early study published by Strauss et al (1) in 1958 in which the daily relation between sodium intake and renal excretion was determined in humans subjected to a step increase of salt intake from 10 to 150 mmol/d. In this study, 5 d were required before the rate of sodium excretion became equal to the rate of sodium intake (ie, until sodium balance was achieved) ( 
